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This matter comesbefore the Public Service Commissionof South Carolina

("Commission") on a Motion to Dismiss and, In the Alternative, Answer filed by

BellSouth Telecommunications,Inc. d/b/a AT&T South Carolina ("AT&T South

Carolina") concerningthe petition of Nextel South Corp. ("Nextel") to adopt the

interconnectionagreementbetweenSprint Communications,L.P., SprintSpectrumL.P.

d/b/aSprintPCS("Sprint") andAT&T SouthCarolina. In its Motion,AT&T assertsthat

thebasisuponwhichNextel relies for its requestedadoptionis misplaced.AT&T South

Carolinaarguesthat the interpretationandenforcementof themergerconditionsresulting

from the FederalCommunicationsCommission's("FCC"), AT&T Inc., and BellSouth

Corp. mergerproceedingare within the exclusivejurisdiction of the FCC. Secondly,

AT&T SouthCarolinastatesthatNextel is attemptingto adoptanexpiredagreementand

thus its adoptionrequestdoesnot comply with applicableFCC rules. Lastly, AT&T

SouthCarolinaarguesthat the requestedadoptionis prematurebecauseNextel failedto
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abide by contractual obligations regarding dispute resolution found in its existing

interconnectionagreementwith AT&T SouthCarolina.For thesereasons,AT&T South

CarolinarequestsNextel's petitionbedismissed.

However,this disputedeservesa completeairingby all the partiesin thematter.

As such,the CommissionholdsAT&T SouthCarolina'sMotion to Dismissin abeyance

in orderto makeafully reasoneddeterminationin this case. Therefore,we will proceed

with ahearingonthemeritsof thecase.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further order of the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

G. O'Neal Hamilton,Chairman

ATTEST:

C. RobertMoseley,Vice Chairman

(SEAL)


